FLY OF THE MONTH o PATRIOT o SIZES: 14

he Star spangled banner of fly pat-

terns, the Patriot is an unashamed,
loud and proud dry fly that is guaran-
teed to get the trouts’ attention! Prone
to drive trout out of their minds and
induce feeding frenzies, there are few fly
patterns as effective as the Patriot when
fishing for Brook or Cutthroat trout!

Dry/Wet: Dry | Fly Category: Attractor Pattern | Family: Mayfly
Species: N/A | Life Stage: Adult
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ust as a desire to fly fish draws us to the river, a desire to achieve our financial
goals - everything from a lifestyle to a legacy - draws us to invest. With invest-
ing, we put our assets to work in ways we hope will grow and protect what we've

earned and help us reach bigger goals, such as buying a home or starting a business.

Defining the end goal and the path to get there underlies each customized invest-
ment strategy we create at Wambolt & Associates. We review the goals, current
investment positions, retirement income projections, insurance, liabilities and other
financial matters to each client and their family in designing a “living” plan, one
that moves and adjusts as conditions change, guiding you through the headwaters
and byways in life and the financial markets. Asset allocations and individual secu-
rities and bonds are carefully monitored and proactively managed to avoid expen-
sive products and unnecessary fees.

Learn more about our customized investment strategies or book a
free consultation at www.WamboltWealth.com.

Wambolt & Associates is a Registered Investment Adviser. This brochure is solely for informational purposes. Advisory
services are only offered to clients or prospective clients where Wambolt & Associates and its representatives are properly
licensed or exempt from licensure. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing involves risk and possible
loss of principal capital. No advice may be rendered by Wambolt & Associates unless a client service agreement is in place.
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5 Steps..

TO BECOMING A BETTER FLY FISHER |8

he reasons that drive us to the river are as numerous and diverse as the anglers

with whom we share the water. There is a primal connection and wild freedom
in watching a trout rise to a dry fly, a rare peace in dropping into a canyon with
your cellphone left on the seat of your truck, and a unique challenge in learning
about the world of trout, choosing the best flies, and performing the perfect series
of casts to help bring more fish to the net.

Continue reading inside...
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0 Steps to Becoming a Better Fly Fisher
Peter Stitcher - Ascent Fly Fishing

Wohatever our reasons for fly fishing, we all share common goals: to become better

anglers and to catch more and bigger fish each time we make a trip to the water.
Anyone can become a better and more successful fly fisher if they are willing to
follow these 5 steps...

1. Let Wind Knots & Lost Fish Motivate You

When Thomas Edison was asked by a reporter how it felt to fail 1,000 times when
trying to invent the light bulb, Edison responded by saying, “I didn't fail 1,000 times.
'The light bulb was an invention with 1,000 steps.” Like Edison, I encourage you to
not be discouraged by your failures on the river or be tempted to hang up your rod,
but let each knotted leader, sloppy cast, and lost fish motivate you to be better. Every
tool of the successful fly fisher can be learned. Some tools may have more steps to
master, but understand that we are not failing - we are learning and we are dedicated
to moving forward.

2. Leave Your Pride & Hesitation at Home

We have all seen arrogance and pride masquer-
ade as ability in the fly fishing world, and I
tell you this for certain: the trout aren't
fooled and you shouldn't be either. The
giants of the fly fishing industry such
as Left Kreh, Dave Whitlock, and
Gary Borger are some of the most
approachable guys on the water
and will be the first to tell you
that they don’t have everything
dialed in. It is only on the blank
pages of humble beginnings that
the story of a great angler can be
written. Additionally, don't let
words like “I only fish dry flies,”
leave your mouth. Hesitation is an
anchor that will drown a promising
angler. Be willing to try new things,
to fail and struggle towards mastery. The
river is a place of belonging and growth, so
let the pride and hesitation drift away.

3. Ask 1,000 Questions

If you want to become a better angler you need to embrace the role of the eternal
student. Even after fly fishing for almost 30 years, earning a degree in aquatic biolo-
gy, and having built trophy fishing waters around the U.S., I am still regularly made
to feel like a dunce by trout and mother nature. Let each fish rejecting your fly, each
cast stuck in a tree, and every broken knot drive you to ask why. Search YouTube for
answers, hop on reddit forums for advice from other anglers, and read blogs or books
from the exerts in the industry. Whatever you do, don't stand still and continue to
repeat the failures of yesterday. There are no stupid questions in fly fishing, but there
are many mediocre fly fishers who are stuck and never improving simply due to their
inability to embrace the role of a student.

4. Fish with Water-Wise Friends & Guides

Maybe it is a colleague from work, the parent who put the first fly rod in your
hands, or a new friend that you made on the river, but find people to fish with that
will challenge you and help you to become a better angler. Watch them cast, observe
how they mend their line, ask to see how their flies are rigged, and emulate the
things that make them successful. Find people who are passionate about fly fish-
ing and love sharing that passion with others. If you don’t have a friend or family
member to fish with, hire a water-wise fishing guide and ask that your time together
be about education and learning new skills first and not just about catching a few

fish.
5. Try & Try & Try New Things

While Master Yoda was strong in the force, he was also a liar when he
said “There is no try.” If we are going to become better anglers we are
going to need to struggle, tangle, flog the water, and work to mas-
ter new fly fishing skills. Just as we didn’t hop on a bike and cruise
down the block on our first attempt, we need to expect to struggle
with a new cast, repeating the motions a hundred times before we
start to get the timing and drift right. Whether you are looking

to hone in your matching the hatch skills, learn to reach cast, or
master a difficult water, expect to struggle, but don't lose heart. Try
and try and try again until you master the task at hand and the fruit
of your labor will be more fish in the net and memories of triumphs
that will hold you over until you get your next chance to escape the
office and go back to school on the water.

See this month’s Fly of the Month on the back page...

Pictured left: Ascent Pro-Form Manager David Arevalo teaching his girls to fish



