Now let's apply this knowledge and read between
the lines of the traditional hatch chart.

By using a traditional hatch chart and a basic
knowledge of aquatic insect life cycles, you can
begin to anticipate the types and sizes of fly
patterns that will be effective throughout the
year.
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During the "hatch window", the aquatic insects

will be at their largest size and all life cycles will
be active and fishable (e.g. Nymph, Emerging
Nymph, Emerging Dun, Dun, Spinner, & Dead
Spinner). After the hatch concludes, the next gen-
eration of nymph will emerge from their eggs and
will be very small (our fly patterns in this season
will be sizes 20-26). In the months leading up to
the hatch, the living nymphs and our fly patterns
will increase in size (e.g. sizes 16-18). This growth
and transition to larger fly patterns throughout
the year can and should be verified every
time you are on the water with a quick sample
using a seine, and then by tying on the appropri-
ate sized pattern.

By utilizing hatch charts and learning to read be-
tween the lines, you will be more prepared for
each trip to the water, become more confident in
your fly selection, and ultimately catch more fish!

Continued on back side

By: Ashley Schultz

It is that time of the year for pheasant hunters to be
excited about what is to come in the 2016 bird
hunting season. On November 14th, hunters and
hunting dogs will be ready to trek through the many
fallen leaves and embark upon the thrill of seeing
that beautiful bird in front of them. It is also a great
time to reflect on the beauty of spending time with
family and friends in nature.

Photo by Jerry Neal/ CPW

There are many different birds to spot at different
times and places. People from across state lines
come together to share in this seasonal sport. For
dates and places to hunt, take a look at your de-
sired State’s Park and Wildlife website.

Here are a couple different birds and their opening
day in Colorado. Dove hunting opened on Septem-
ber 1st and is open through November 9th whereas
pheasant and quail hunting open on November
12th and it is open through January. Good luck and
we hope to see you out there!
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FLY OF THE MONTH

September Fly
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STALCUP BAETIS
Size: 18
Family Matched: Mayflies
Life Cycle: Nymph
Fly Type: Generalists Pattern

The Stalcup Baetis is a bit of a bully when it comes
to fly patterns. It's not content to be fished for just
one hatch and always wants to be a part of the ac-
tion when matching a number of mayfly and stone-
Don't let its
thin physique fool you for a minute. This pattern is

fly species across the continent.

a scrapper, and has been known to give many a
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Applying a 3D View to Hatch
Charts

By: Peter Stitcher
©River Oracle Inc.

Available for most popular trout lakes and rivers
with a quick Google search, hatch charts can pro-
vide an angler with the basic knowledge of which
aquatic insects will be present in a specific water
and when the adult insects will be active. While all
fly fishers love to fish the dry fly patterns highlight-
ed by the traditional hatch chart, these rudimen-
tary tools fall short in several ways.

Hatch charts only highlight the adult life cycles that
account for .1% of most aquatic insects’ life cycle
and 25% of the feeding focus of trout year round.

They don't make any allowance for a river that
might be 400 miles long or the effect of elevation
and temperature.

They don't tell you which flies or life cycles are ac-
tive during every month of the year.

Before we delve into how to more fully understand
a hatch chart, we need to take a quick look at what
factors affect the growth of aquatic insects and the
timing of their hatch. Agquatic insects and their
hatches are very similar to gardening: there is a

season to plant, a season to grow, and a season
when the fruit becomes ripe. Just like elevation
and temperature will affect how fast your toma-
toes would grow in the Rocky Mountains vs. the
Midwest, so elevation and water temperature act
as the primary factors in the rate of growth of
aquatic insects and the timing of their hatches.

When the hatch window (highlighted season)
and the active temperature window (ex. 55-59
degrees F) line up, the hatch begins.
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Active Water Temperature Window:
55 - 59 degrees Fahrenheit
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The lower in elevation you go, you will find warm-
er water temperatures earlier in the season and
the result is that the emergence (hatch) of the
adult insects will happen earlier than at higher
elevations. As the season progresses, water tem-
peratures at higher elevations will begin to in-
crease, in turn triggering the hatch.

The hatch time period outlined in the hatch chart
needs to be applied to the entire length of the riv-
er. As water temperatures reach the “active win-
dow”, the target species should begin to hatch. The
hatch begins at low elevation and extends upstream
as the water warms to the “active window”. This is
a fluid progression as you move upstream through-
out the chart-defined season which is usually high-
lighted across a series of months.  Cold water
springs, small tributaries joining the main river, rain,
snow, or warm sections of river exposed to the sun
will either delay or accelerate the progression of the
hatch.
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Within a given section of water, the hatch will start
slowly, increase in intensity over a matter of days or
weeks, and then taper off as the hatch moves up-
stream. Invertebrates are genetically hardwired to
hatch in this staggered fashion to improve their
chances of mating and passing on their DNA in the
case that some catastrophic event were to wipe out
a portion of the population (e.g. flash flood, fire, or

erosion event). Continued on the next page

Do you know someone that you’d like to include in our
Fly of the Month Club? Please sign up on our website

www.wamboltweatlh.com or email

ashley.schultz@wamboltwealth.com




